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Opening Hymn Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 



Gathering & Welcome

One: May Christ, the Light of the World;

All: Enlighten our hearts with Love



Opening Prayer

Gracious and loving God,

Help us to accept that we do not always have to be good;
That we do not have to spend all of our time repenting.

Help us to know that we are loved and called to love one another;
To know that even when we feel lost or step away from your path;

That you call to us over and over and over again into the family of things that you 
brought into being.

Amen.

An adaptation of Mary Oliver’s “Wild Geese”



Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out 
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, 
quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the desert. 

The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise.

One: The wisdom of God for the People of God

All: Thanks be to God.



Sharing the Feast

As you enjoy dinner together, we invite you to think about the following 
questions:

How do you define beauty? What is the role of beauty in your faith? 

What are some real-life examples of beauty as resistance, beauty as worship, or 
beauty as an act of love?



Breaking the Bread & Sharing the Cup



Prayer of Confession

Jesus of Nazareth,
we admit that often we tuck our faith into our pockets, hiding in a place of comfort
rather than proudly declaring: 
yes we are Christian, yes we believe, yes this faith has changed me. 

We are so afraid of offending others or embarrassing ourselves that we
have established rules: 
no faith at the dinner table, no faith in politics, no faith with strangers. 

Forgive us for whispering when we could be singing. Forgive us for staying
quiet when we could be part of rewriting the narrative. We want to be brave. We
want to pour out perfume over your feet. These things we pray, amen.
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Confession

What systems or institutions are we part of that have stood in the way of beauty for 
other persons? Or that have caused harm?



Silent Confession

We continue praying in silence for up to one minute for our personal confessions 
and spiritual centering.

One:    O God, in your compassion;
All:     Hear our prayer.



Assurance of Grace
Family of faith, hear this good news:
Even in our silence, God loves us.
Even in our fear or shame, God chooses us.
Even when we sin, God wraps us in grace.
We are free—to be bold, to be brazen, to be exactly who God called us to be.
Thanks be to God, amen.
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Closing Song:           Thy Holy Wings, O Savior  
Swedish folk tune; lyrics by Caroline V. Sandell-Berg, translated by Gracia Grindal





 Benediction 
Beloveds, as you go from here,

May you find courage--

Courage to follow your call; to live out your faith.

May you find hope--

Hope for a better world; that refuses to let us go.

May you find truth--

Truth in sacred community; truth in ancient stories

May you find all that you seek.

And in our seeking, may we know God. Amen.
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